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CitySquare vice-president Gerald Britt and his wife, Terrie, have spent
decades being of assistance to others.

CHANGING THE LIVES OF
CHILDREN

Please see .... page 12

The HIPPY program helps to give children and their families a future

A LIFE DEVOTED TO KINDESS
AND JOY

Please see .... page 8

She once tailored clothing. Now she feeds hearts, minds and souls

THE HEART OF CITYSQUARE

Please see .... page 4

The organization that Gerald Britt helps to lead is remaking the lives of
North Texas residents one life at a time

A COMPASSIONATE JUDGE

Please see .... page 13

Judge Bennett once worked as a maid in Germany, and as a waitress in
the Virgin Islands. Now, she fairly administers justice in Dallas

PURCHASE A HOME RATHER
THAN PAY RENT

Please see .... page14

Home ownership is fundamental to creating wealth
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The Heart of CitySquare
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A

t the heart of one of the country’s leading economic and
spiritual ministries based in North Texas is a Dallas-born
Baptist preacher whose very existence is devoted to
lifting the lives of others, no matter how much time or energy the
effort requires.
Reverend Gerald Britt, a Bishop College graduate, who led the
people at Memorial Baptist Church for nearly thirty years,
believes that every broken life can be made whole if they are
loved, nurtured and guided. “Our mission at CitySquare is to

“Every broken life can be made
whole if people are loved,
nurtured and guided.”
eliminate poverty, feed those who are hungry, house those who
are homeless and revive a sense of hope in the lives of
people, and in the life of a community,” said Reverend Britt,
who before becoming a pastor assisted his grandfather, Reverend
L.J. Batty, the legendary pastor of the Shady Grove Baptist
Church.
“My parents, Evelyn and Gerald Sr., instilled in me and my
brother, Lyndon, a sense of goodness and a commitment to serve
others”, he said. “That is how I was raised. I wanted to do
something extraordinary for people,” said Reverend Britt whose
father was also a pastor.
At CitySquare, Reverend Britt serves as vice-president of
external affairs, working closely with the organization’s chief
executive officer, Larry James. Together, they and other
members of the organization’s leadership team have built an

Gerald Britt (center) has committed his life to improving the human condition.

entity that is known as one of the nation’s leading anti-poverty
programs, aiding the homeless, the unemployed, the domestically abused and those confronted with food insecurity.
“During the past six or seven years I have personally witnessed
three hundred people experience our Work Paths program which
focuses on providing livable wage jobs to people who had been
chronically unemployed or incarcerated,” said Reverend Britt.
“With assistance from the Dallas Community College District,
and the business community the program has blossomed beyond
our wildest expectations. It is just one example of our effectiveness.”
“Our work provides us with immense satisfaction,” he said.
“Seeing people that once had little hope become productive
citizens, with jobs and housing of their own and a greater sense
of dignity is more than rewarding.” | AR
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HAIL THE QUEEN!

My country 'tis of thee
Sweet land of liberty
Of thee I sing
Land where my fathers died
Land of the pilgrim's pride
From every mountainside
Let freedom ring!
——-

Ms. Aretha Franklin
Presidential Inauguration
January 20th, 2009

6

Preparing for College

S

tudents who are college bound should begin preparing for
college while they are in middle school. Many school
systems have competent guidance counselors that students
can approach and express their interest in acquiring higher
education.
College is important for a number of reasons. And if you are in
high school and have not considered going to trade school or

“If you are a pre-college student
find your way to the office of the
guidance counselor.”
college you should quickly reconsider and begin planning for
additional educational experiences.

Education and Ideas| AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2018

you did not. That is not what you want to hear!
Today students who pursue education beyond high school have a
number of options. There are technical school, two-year and fouryear institutions. Whatever you do, choose one of them to expand
your mind and increase your future work possibilities.
If you are a pre-college student, find your way to the office of
your guidance counselor.
If you cannot afford the application fees, find out if they can be
waived. In many instances they can be. If your state has a college
savings program make sure that your parents enroll you in it years
before you attend college. In the long run such programs will save
your family considerable money. | AR

In our society, those with college degrees make more money and
have more employment opportunities than those who only
graduate from the 12th grade or who have earned a GED.
For those who plan to have children, but do not plan to go to
college, remember that the day will certainly come when your
child will tell you that they do not want to attend college because

A FANTASTIC OPPORTUNITY!!!
AFTER 25 PROFITABLE YEARS

“FREEDOM FASHIONS”
DALLAS’ PREMIER MEN’S CLOTHING
AND FASHION CENTER IS:

FOR SALE!
DO NOT MISS THIS OPPORTUNITY!
CALL: 214-421-3017
2716 MARTIN LUTHER KING, DALLAS!
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A life devoted to kindness and joy!

T

he bond between Anh
Vo and the people who
frequent the five North
Dallas restaurants that she
owns is as tender as an
afternoon in early spring, and
as strong as a mother’s love
for a newly-born child.
“My customers are like
members of my family,” said
Ms. Vo, a native of Vietnam
who welcomes each of them
with a smile so radiant that it
brightens the bleakest of days.
“My mother and father were
business owners in Vietnam,”
said Ms. Vo, the owner of
Cindi’s N.Y. Delicatessen
Restaurant and Bakery, which
caters to a largely Jewish
clientele.

Celebrating the lives of others is at the center of Ms. Vo’s existence.

When she was young
Ms. Vo said that her parents
taught her to be “honest, to

be kind, to treat people fairly
to give back to others. That is
what I have tried to do since

“I learned from my customers
who were extremely kind to me”.

the very first day that I arrived
in this country,” she said.
Equipped with a high school
degree, in the early years, Ms.
Vo made a living by sewing
clothes, cooking and delivering food to factory workers. “It
was difficult,” said the mother
of four successful grown
children, “but it was honest
work, and it helped our family
survive.”
When she immigrated to
America she had a new baby, a
husband who had been a
prisoner of war and an
inability to speak english well.
Her passion was to make a
home for her family in a
country that she would
robustly embrace.

When Ms. Vo arrived in this country she had a small child to care for.
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Ms. Vo and her husband, Hong
Q. Tran, worked long hours,
saved their money and looked
towards a brighter future for

themselves, and their family.
They opened a small market
and deli in East Dallas, where
they served Southern food
which she learned to cook.
“I did not know how to cook
Jewish food when we
purchased the first of our five
current restaurants,” she said.
“I learned from the cooks, and
from my customers who were
extremely kind to me. They
were patient, encouraging and
understanding.”
“This country and its people
have been wonderful to me
and my family,” she said.
“I am grateful for all that I
have been able to accomplish,
and for all of those I have been
blessed to meet and come to
know.” | AR
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What is Civil Law?

T

Law and Ethics |AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2018

here are many types of law in the United States. Two are
known as Civil Law and Criminal Law. And while they
differ, they both are important to understand. Civil Law
is concerned with acts that result in harm to individuals or public
and private businesses. For instance, defaming someone’s
reputation or breaking a contract is handled by our legal system
as civil matters.

In other words, Civil Law is concerned with compensating you
for any losses that you can prove. Civil Courts are not concerned
with punishing defendants. They simple want to restore you to
the position you were in before the actions taken by those you
sued took place. In the legal profession, there are lawyers who
specialize in Civil Law, as opposed to those who practice
Criminal Law.

Under Civil Law, an individual or company brings a claim
against a defendant. The defendant in a civil action does not have
to worry about a jail sentence. They may, however, have to pay
damages to the plaintiff, or they may be ordered to take certain
actions. For example, if you hire a painter to paint your house
yellow while you are away on vacation and when you return you

If you are involved in a civil dispute that requires legal
assistance, ask those lawyers you interview whether or not they
are experienced in Civil Law. Some civil matters can be handled
in the Justice of the Peace Courts. | AR

“Civil Law is concerned with compensating you for any losses you can prove.”
discover that the painter decided to paint your house green,
you can sue him or her in a civil action. While you may feel that
the painter should be severely punished you will not be able to
see him or her sentenced to prison or placed in handcuffs.
You can ask the judge to order that your house be painted the
color that you requested or that you receive money damages
from the defendant so that you can hire someone else to paint
your house.
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Population Growth in North Texas

L

Texas!

arge numbers of
people continue to
relocate in North

In 2017, nearly 150,000 new
residents flocked to the
Dallas/Fort Worth Metroplex,
giving the area the largest
growth of any metropolitan
area in the nation. The
newcomers came from nearly
every part of the country, and
even from overseas.
In fact, North Texas is
extremely popular for people
looking for quality schools,
gainful employment and
places to retire.
Six of the ten fastest growing
counties in the United States

were located in the Lone Star
State, according to census
figures.
The nation’s senior population
continues to look for places
where they can retire in

quality of life in expensive
urban areas, younger people
with and without children
moved to areas located on the
fringes of our nation’s cities
where they were able to save
money, and send their children

The nation’s senior population continues
to look for places where they can retire.
comfort and where their
incomes will go farther.
Those parts of the country
which are designated as
“retirement areas” experienced
a two percent growth rate in
2017.
The nation’s suburban areas
continue to show population
growth. Unable to sustain a

to quality public schools.
There is still population
growth in major cities.
According to census figures
they experienced a population
growth of nearly eight percent
in 2017. Large numbers of
immigrants flocked to urban
areas, particularly those that
had transportation systems.| AR

Buy - Sell - Trade

Jimmy & Cynthia
Shop : 817.358.2732
Cell : 214.477.5590
En Español : 817-658-4366
www.hwy10tireshop.com
116 W. Euless Blvd.
Euless, TX 76040

Quality New & Used Tires and Wheels
Wheel & Rim Repair’s
Computerized Balance & Rotation
Excellent Patch & Plug Repair’s

William Maye

Your Farmers Insurance
Agent in Duncanville!

CALL ME FOR:
Auto, Life, Home, Renter’s Business,
Motorcycle, Recreational and
Umbrella Insurance.
(469-802-9357)
www.farmersagent.com/wmaye
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Changing the Lives of Children

E

nriching the lives of
North Texas preschoolers is the passion
of Carol Tobias and her
colleagues in the Dallas branch
of the National Council of
Jewish Women. Nearly fifty
times each year, Ms. Tobias, a
former realtor and business
owner, joins other women and
men as they introduce young
children and their families to
places such as the Dallas
Museum of Art, the Perot
Museum and the Trinity Audubon Center.

HIPPY programs also
participate in school activities
that positively affect their
children, according to educators and school officials.

The lives of children and their parents are made better by the HIPPY program.

Instruction for Parents of
Preschool Youngsters’, was
designed to help develop the
educational enrichment of
children from immigrant

members of their families
participate in field trips to
museums or other culturally
enriching venues, Ms. Tobias
said.

“We partner with DISD in a
“The HIPPY program benefits children
program known as HIPPY,” said
who are considered at risk”.
Ms. Tobias. “The National
families,
and enable immigrant Educators have concluded that
Council of Jewish Women has
mothers
to
participate in the
children that participate in
been a part of the program for
education
of
their
children.
HIPPY programs earn better
more than thirty years.”
grades, perform better on
standardized tests and graduate
In
North
Texas,
as
many
as
Developed in Israel in 1969,
from school. Parents in
two
hundred
children
and
HIPPY, an acronym for ‘Home
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“The HIPPY program benefits
children who are considered at
risk,” said Ms. Tobias, a
member of Temple Emmanuel
in North Dallas. “Many
parents that participate in
HIPPY programs become
leaders in their children’s
schools.”
Kenneth Parker and his wife,
Judy, members of Temple
Shalom, have accompanied
children and their parents on
HIPPY outings.
“It is a wonderful program,”
said Judy Parker, a member of
the National Council of Jewish
Women. “Giving to others is a
very special part of life.” | AR

A Compassionate Judge

D

allas County Court Judge Jennifer
Bennett took an unusual, but
personally rewarding path to the
bench. After graduating from high school
she decided to travel to Germany where
she worked as a chambermaid, cleaning
rooms on a military base. Like most
parents the man and woman who raised
Judge Bennett urged her to pursue higher
education.

“After being in Europe for nearly twelve
months I traveled to St. Thomas in the U.S.
Virgin Islands where I worked as a waitress for
a year,” said Judge Bennett who has been the
judge of the 265th Judicial District Court since
January of 2015.
‘‘Like many young people I was searching for
my place in life,” she said. “I wanted to do
something special, and living in different parts
of the world gave me a perspective that I might
not have gotten if I had remained in one place.”

“I have seen people once addicted to drugs
turn their lives around completely”.

But Judge Bennett, then only 18-years-old,
decided to travel to Europe in an effort to
find a greater meaning in life, and a higher
purpose. While she was away, her mother
and father hoped that she would return to
Dallas and become the first person in the
family to pursue higher education.

AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2018

Judge Bennett’s life is enhanced by the
patience of her husband, Jeff, and the
wisdom of her mother, Charlotte, right.

“The work can be frustrating,” she said. “But
the rewards come when you see people’s lives
transformed. That is what those of us who work
in drug courts live for. Seeing and making a
difference in the lives of people.” | AR

s
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Real Estate and Home Maintenance | AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2018

Tips for purchasing a home!

H

omeownership is
vital in America. It is
a crucial step in the
establishment of wealth that
can be passed on to your
children and their children.
People who have purchased
homes will tell you that it is
one of the most rewarding
things that they have ever
experienced.
Renters should view their
situations as temporary. They
are without equity, and real
standing in a community.
Real estate professionals
suggest that those who wish to
purchase a home prepare
themselves by reviewing their
credit scores. The higher your

14

credit score the lower the
interest rate on your mortgage,
and your monthly payments
might even be lower.
It is a good rule of thumb to
have enough cash on hand to
make a down payment of at
least ten percent before you

you select a home where you
will live for perhaps forty
years, where you will raise
your children and where you
will entertain your friends and
family members.
Look at pictures of a potential
property, but visit each

“While renting they should prepare
themselves to become homeowners”.
enter the home.
If you can, you should make a
twenty percent down payment.
That, too, will save you money
in the long run.
Take your time in selecting an
agent. Remember, this is the
person who is going to help

location before you make a
commitment to purchase.
With today’s technology
photographs can be misleading. They can make spaces
look larger than they are. Let
your eyes judge for themselves. | AR

Protect Your Family & Finances

Photo Courtesy
of Sheldon Cohen

$49 / Year / Household or Less
Join at careflite.org or
Call (877) 339-2273
Membership honored
Coast to Coast*
Over 1,000,000 patients transported since 1979

* Service subject to change. More information & membership rules at www.careflite.org

15

Justice is HARD work. Justice is HEART work.

JUSTICE IS SUPPOSED
TO BE BLIND
UNFORTUNATELY, FOR
MANY YEARS THAT’S
EXACTLY WHAT OUR
JUSTICE SYSTEM WAS ...
BLIND TO ITS OWN MISTAKES
As a Criminal District Judge in Dallas Country, on the front lines for 20 years, I saw ﬁrst-hand a
professionalsystem that often valued convictions at any cost. But ranking up “wins” versus
“losses” is no way to evaluate eﬀectiveness. Lost in the statistics were people. Yes, The worst
oﬀenders needed to face appropriate punishment. But we also needed to be asking questions like:
“Is our system address the root causes of crime?” and “Are we doing enough to help oﬀenders
ﬁnd a path back to a productive life?” We gad the wrong deﬁnition of Justise.
As a result, I began a special DIVERT court that helped drug oﬀenders, in appropriate
circumstances,address their wrongs without going to prison. They went through a carefully
supervised rehabilitative program. Guess what? It worked. Not only did the program save taxpayer
dollars by reducing the jail population and reducing recidivism, it turned lives around. People who
worked the program went from the bring o destruction to sustainable life success. The rest iis
history, as the DIVERT concept has grown and expanded in Dallas Country and elsewhere .
I’m running for District Attorney because I am passionate about waht we can do together to open
out eyes and reimagine our deﬁnition of justice, to make our system fairer, more transparent, and
more rehabilitative. I am ready to do the hard work, and the heart work, of justise.

-JOHN CREUZOT, Former District Judge and Democratic Candidate for District Attorney

DEMOCRAT FOR DISTRICTATTORNEY
HardWorkHeartWork.com

Facebook.com/johncreuzotforda

Political advertising paid by John Creuzot Campaign, Albert Black, Treasurer.

